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not quite so certain, for after all the pains I have taken to find out what was meant by the word, and whether those who use it oftenest had any clear idea annexed to it, I have only been able negatively to discover, that they do not mean their own natural taste, hut, on the contrary, that they have sacrificed it to an imaginary one, of which they can give no account. They build houses in taste, which they cannot live in with conveniency;* they suffer with impatience the music they pretend to hear with rapture; and they even eat nothing they like, for the sake of eating in taste.
Not for himself, he sees, or hears, or eats; Artists most choose his pictures, music, meats.
It is certain the Commandments, now so much neglected, if not abrogated, might be observed with much less self-denial than these imaginary laws of taste, to which so exact and scrupulous an obedience is paid.
I take taste, when not used for the sensation of the palate, which is its proper signification, to be a metaphor, to express that judgment each man forms to himself of those things which are not contained in any certain rules, and which admit of no demonstration : thus circles and equilateral triangles allow of no taste, they must be as they are; but the colours they are drawn in, or the materials they are made of, de-
* This was the case of a General, who, having applied to an English nobleman, celebrated in his taste for architecture, to direct the building of a house for himself, had one constructed indeed with great elegance and regularity on the outside, but altogether destitute of every convenience for a family to live in. Lord Chesterfield, upon, seeing it, told the General, " If I had your house, I would hire the " opposite one to live in, and enjoy the prospect." (Note by Dr. Maty.)